
“The Shortest Stories Ever Written: Where to 
Find Them and How to Write Them” 

 
Presented by: Lawrence C. Connolly 

Saturday, May 31, 2:00-3:00 PM 
 

This workshop will consider the shortest stories ever 
written and determine what makes them work. 



FLASH-FICTION: 

Å55-1000 words 

ÅSetting 

ÅCharacter 

ÅConflict 

ÅResolution 



1,000 Words 



  

Imagine 

Frederic Brown 

 

     Imagine ghosts, gods and devils. 

     Imagine hells and heavens, cities floating in the sky and cities sunken in the sea 

     Unicorns and centaurs. Witches, warlocks, jinns and banshees. 

     Angels and harpies. Charms and incantations. Elementals, farmiliars, demons. 

     Easy to imagine all of those things: mankind has been imagining them for thousands of years. 

     Imagine spaceships and the future. 

     Easy to imagine; the future is really coming and there'll be spaceships in it. 

     Is there then anything that's really hard to imagine? 

     Of course there is. 

     Imagine a piece of matter and yourself inside it, yourself, aware, thinking and therefore knowing 

you exist, able to move that piece of matter that you're in," to make it sleep or wake, make love or 

walk uphill. 

     Imagine a universe-infinite or not, as you wish to picture it- with a billion, billion, billion suns in it. 

     Imagine a blob of mud whirling madly around one of those suns. 

     Imagine yourself standing on that blob of mud, whirling with it, whirling through time and space 

to an unknown destination. 

     Imagine! 

175 Words 



55 words 



Knock 

 

by Frederic Brown 

 

The last man on Earth sat alone 

in a room. There was a knock on 

the door. 

17 words 



Shortest Story Ever Told 

by Ernest Hemingway 

 

For Sale, Baby Shoes, Never Worn. 



Shorter? 



Shortest! 



Writing Flash 

ÅBrainstorm concept, premise, twist, and/or surprise. 

ÅDraft the set up (200 wrds max.) 

ïSetting 

ïCharacters(s) 

ïConflict / Action 

ÅDraft resolution, twist, or surprise (50 words max.) 



Editing Flash 

ÅCut modifiers. 

ÅDelete repetitions. 

ÅUse active voice. 

ÅShow (donôt tell). 

ÅUse vivid nouns and verbs. 

ÅUse dialogue (but not tags). 



Our reading periods are: 

 

 1. February-May 

 2. August-November   

 

Vestal Review accepts only original material. No reprints, please. Even if it has been displayed on 

your own Web page, we consider it published. If the story has been posted and reviewed at a 

password-protected e-workshop with a controlled list of participants, we consider this a plus. 

 

Vestal Review is a magazine for flash (short-shorts) fiction.   We realize that there are different 

definitions of what a flash story is and all of them have merit. In our definition, a flash story is no 

longer than 500 words and it has a plot.  

 

Don't forget that the title is an important part of the story. Make it pertinent but don't tell too 

much. We generally don't favor one-word titles. 

 

The cash payments: 

 

Stories up to 100 words (excluding the title)--10 cents a word. 

Stories between 101 and 200 words--5 cents a word. 

Stories between 201 and 500 words--3 cents a word. 

Stories of great merit receive up to $25 flat fee; 3 cents a word is a minimum pay in any case. 

 

http://www.vestalreview.net/html/guidelines.html 

Vestal 

Review 



We pay fifty dollars US ($50) per story.  

 

This payment provides us with first electronic publication rights, including HTML, 

PDF, Plain text, and MP3 (Podcast) formats, as well as inclusion in a FFO 

anthology (print or electronic) after the original publication.  

 

Your story may be distributed through a variety of electronic means, including 

email, our Web site, podcast, Kindle or other similar electronic publication, and 

RSS feed. All other rights remain with the author, including the right to republish 

at will following the privilege he/she allows us to be the first to do so anywhere in 

the world. 

 

 http://flashfictiononline.com/main/submission-guidelines/ 



http://www.sfsite.com/fsf/glines.htm 



FLASH QUESTIONS 
 

ANSWER CORRECTLY 
WIN A PRIZE! 



www.LawrenceCConnolly.com 


